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Dear PACA Community Member:

We are pleased to present this issue of your newsletter with important updates
and information. This year has seen tremendous progress in the effectiveness and
maturity of PACA and it has been a very good year for PACA and aflatoxin con-
trol. Following PACA’s engagement of pilot countries in 2014, country level activ-
ities progressed in earnest in 2015. Country-led Situation Analysis and Action
Planning (C-SAAP) reports of the highest standards with reasonable consistency
in the methodology and approaches for the generation of home grown, locally rel-
evant data will be available to users in early 2016. In parallel, mainstreaming of
country-specific aflatoxin control plans into national strategies and frameworks
has been underway. Deliberating, consulting, and engaging stakeholders have
been the hallmark of this country-led approach, ensuring deliverability in terms
of endorsement and the much needed implementation of national plans. We
count on PACA Community support to achieve meaningful impact through im-
plementation of evidence-based and cost-effective interventions identified in na-
tional plans and roadmaps. Moreover, a lot has been achieved in terms of aware-
ness generation and grassroot results by PACA Community members through-
out Africa, that are too many to list here. Kindly share with us updates about your
relevant projects and activities even if they are already profiled and are part of the
list on the PACA website.

Building on the experience from the successful workshop on “revamping the
groundnut value chains of West Africa through aflatoxin” in September 2015,
PACA Secretariat plans a similar workshop in mid-2016 to enhance maize value
chains in Eastern and Southern Africa. The 2nd Partnership Platform Meeting of
PACA is planned for October 2016.
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Message from PACA Manager—continued

We hope the next PPM will raise the bar further because of the anticipated shift
from planning to sharing results and outcomes related to evidence generation,
aflatoxin mitigation interventions and solution pathways, awareness generation
programs, partnerships built, institutional innovations tested, progress monitor-
ing and accountability measures in place, and implementation challenges faced,
among others. We hope to work with many of you in the preparation and con-

ducting of these forums.

Finally, I take this moment to heartily welcome new PACA Steering Committee
(5C) members and introduce them to the PACA Community. Based on the deci-
sions of the SC in September 2015, Mars Incorporated (representing the global
food industry), Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition, GAIN (representing
global nutrition initiatives), and African Society of Mycotoxicology, ASM
(representing a cross section of African research and academia) have joined the
PACA Steering Committee. These organizations bring along new perspectives to
the apex leadership organ of PACA. PACA is honored to have contributed to the
establishment of the ASM. Please check the PACA website for updated list of
PACA SC members.

Thank you for your support to aflatoxin control in Africa

Amare Ayalew (PhD)
Program Manager, PACA/AUC

AFLATOXIN PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER
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The African Union Commission and Mars, Incorporated sign

agreement to tackle aflatoxins

The African Union Commis-
sion and Mars, Incorporated
signed a Memorandum of
(MoU) to

share food safety resources

Understanding

and expertise to control afla-
toxins in food crops — a sig-
nificant threat to food safety
in Africa and a major deter-
rent to use of key African
raw materials in global sup-
ply chains. Mars Inc, a
global private company, op-
erates in six business seg-
ments including Petcare,
Chocolate, Wrigley, Food,
Drinks and Symbioscience.
Mars sources its raw materi-
als/ingredient base from var-
ious parts of the world and
ensures that the quality of
each product is at the high-

est standard possible.

The agreement will facilitate
the sharing of food safety

research, knowledge, and

best practice, and will aim to
build and enhance capability
for aflatoxin testing and con-
trols. AUC, through the Part-
nership for Aflatoxin Control
in Africa (PACA), will lever-
age Mars’” Global Food Safety
Center, and together PACA
and Mars will work in part-
nership to help raise aware-
ness of aflatoxin issues across
Africa, and identify opportu-
nities to pilot and implement
practical efforts to harmonize
food safety management in
Africa.

“The cooperation between the
African Union Commission
and Mars is in line with our
efforts to tackle the complex
aflatoxin challenge by work-
ing together with a wide ar-
ray of stakeholders. We value
the competencies of the pri-
vate sector and particularly

the experience of Mars in

food safety and quality and
the creation of pre-emptive
food safety research plat-
forms all of which are of di-
rect relevance to aflatoxin
control. Africa is the only re-
gion in the world where the
supply of aflatoxin prone
raw materials, such as
groundnuts, will far exceed
the internal demand for the
years to come. This MOU
should serve as a launching
pad for collaborations to im-
prove food quality and safety
that

benefit millions of small scale

standards eventually
farmers in Africa, who de-
pend on crops such as maize
and groundnuts for their in-
come and food,” stated H.E.
Rhoda

Commissioner

Peace Tumusiime,

for Rural
Economy and Agriculture of
the African Union Commis-

sion.
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The African Union Commission and Mars, Incorporated sign

agreement to tackle aflatoxins — Continued

Mr. Dave Crean, Vice Pres-
ident of Corporate R&D at
Mars, Incorporated, added:
“Aflatoxin contamination
in humans continues to
have a devastating impact
across the globe, causing
premature death, high liver
cancer rates and childhood
stunting. With UN esti-
mates that 25 per cent of
food crops are affected and
4.5 billion people are po-
tentially exposed to con-
taminated food annually,
it's clear that action is
needed. Our agreement
with PACA marks an im-
portant step in our mutual
goal of tackling aflatoxins
and strengthening the

global food supply chain.

By working in partnership to
share food safety knowledge
and expertise, our aim is to
tackle the

threat, moving us all closer to

help aflatoxin
the mutual goal of access to

sufficient, safe, nutritious

food for all.”

PACA and Mars have previ-
ously collaborated to raise
awareness on the scale of the
aflatoxin challenge and un-
derline the critical role of an
open, collaborative multi-
sector approach in tackling
malnutrition
food safety and security. In

July this year, they partnered

and driving

on a food safety panel at the
United Nations” (UN) Third
Financing for Development

conference in Addis Ababa

entitled, “Uncommon Part-
nerships Address Aflatox-
ins - An Urgent Worldwide
Food Safety Challenge’;
and in November 2015,
they co-sponsored a food
safety side event at the UN
Committee on World Food
Security (CFS) in Rome to
drive discussion on ‘Multi-
Sector Partnerships Drive
Food
These discussions have
highlighted the need for

further mutual alignment

Safety  Solutions’.

and engagement, resulting
in the desire to collaborate
more closely through the
MOU.
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On September 30 and Octo-
ber 01, 2015, the Gambia
held a workshop to validate
its Country-led Situational
Analysis and Action Plan-
ning (CSAAP) conducted
by a national consulting
team. The CSAAP is one of
the various activities being
implemented in collabora-
tion with the Gambian gov-
ernment on generating evi-
dence on the current situa-
tion of aflatoxins in country.
This activity also assesses
the food safety policy envi-
ronment and regulatory en-
forcement to identify gaps
within the existing system.
The African Union Com-
through PACA,

the

government to conduct a

mission,

supported Gambian
situation analysis on afla-
toxins and the food control
system to enable the devel-

opment of a national afla-

Stakeholders in the Gambia validated situational analysis
and aflatoxin control action plan supported by PACA

toxin mitigation strategy and

implementation plan.

The validation workshop was
opened by the Permanent Sec-
retary, Office of the President
the
portance of the study in col-
laboration with PACA, ECO-
WAS and other stakeholders

on aflatoxin control in the

who emphasized im-

Gambia. The consultants pre-
sented the study to a multi-

stakeholder group.
The CSAAP report showed

aflatoxin prevalence on iden-

tified crops in the country as
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well as policy and regulatory
gaps that exist in the food safe-
ty system which could be lev-
eraged to develop a compre-
hensive but feasible action plan
for aflatoxin mitigation in the

country.

The multi-stakeholder group
validated the report, further
identified gaps and interven-
tion areas to be elaborated by
the consultants, and supported
the initiation of an action plan.
The inputs from stakeholders
feed into a national aflatoxin
mitigation strategy and imple-

mentation plan for the Gambia.

Republic of the Gambia

(%)

PYCA

Situational Analysis for Aflatoxin Mitigation within the National Food Safety

System of The Gambia
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The PACA Model gets endorsed at the Inaugural Conference
of the Specialized Technical Committee on Agriculture,
Rural Development, Water and Environment of the African
Union Commission in October 2015

Spedalized Tedhnical Committees
(SICs) are ministerial bodies
adopted as Organs of the
African Union by The Afri-
can Union Assembly of
Heads of State and Gov-
ernment. The Department
of Rural Economy and Ag-
riculture (DREA) of the Af-
rican Union Commission
in collaboration with the
NEPAD Planning and Coor-
dination Agency (NPCA) orga-
nized the Inaugural Con-
ference of the specialized

Technical Committee on

Agriculture, Rural Devel-

g O NG
fo's 3o
) ,,.{

opment, Water and Environ-
ment (ARDWE) from 05-09
October 2015 in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.

The STCs are composed of
Ministers or senior officials
who are responsible for en-
suring the supervision, follow
-up and evaluation of the im-
plementation of decisions tak-
en by the organs of the Union.
They are also responsible for
the coordination and harmo-
nization of projects and pro-

grammes of the Union.

During the Inaugural Confer-
ence of the STC on ARDWE,
Ministers of the var-
ious sectors recog-
nized the adverse
= impact of aflatoxins
4 on public health,
food and nutrition

security and trade

in agricultural commodities
in Africa. The Ministers en-
dorsed the PACA model,
calling on Members States
to mainstream aflatoxin
control plans into National
Agriculture and Food Secu-
rity Investment Plans mak-
ing it an integral part of na-
tional priorities. The AU Com-
missionthrough PACA envis-
ages to streamline its sup-
port to AU member states
beyond PACA pilot coun-
tries, especially in terms of
replicating approaches and
frameworks developed and

fine-tuned through piloting.

AFLATOXIN PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER
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As part of its evidence gen-
eration efforts, PACA com-
missioned a scoping study
in the ECOWAS region to
assess the food safety sys-
tems including policies, reg-
ulations, and human and
laboratory capacities in afla-
toxin control within the
ECOWAS member states.

PACA hired a consultant,
an expert in aflatoxins, who
administered questionnaires in
all 15 ECOWAS countries.

The scoping study shows
that more than 50% of the
countries in the ECOWAS
region have food safety leg-
islation in place. Out of
these, only 20% have a spe-
cific standard for aflatoxin.
Most of the other countries
use codex limits or the lim-
its required by major trad-
ing partners such as China

g and the European Union.

PACA commissioned a scoping study in the ECOWAS region

53
SCOPING STUDY TO ASSESS THE POLICY ENVIRONMENT AND CAPACITY
FOR AFLATOXIN CONTROL IN THE ECOWAS MEMBER STATES

For each country, the study
the

and regulations that are in

summarizes standards
place and the different institu-
tional authorities that imple-
ment food safety laws and

undertake food safety control.

Important recommendations
in the areas of awareness gen-
eration, practical interven-
tions for aflatoxin control and
management as well as rec-
to

ommendations improve

institutional ~ arrangements,

policy coherence and enforce-
ment. A report was presented
the regional workshop on
“revamping the groundnut

value chain of West Africa

at

through Aflatoxin Mitigation”
on 1-2 September 2015 in Da-
kar, Senegal. The report is ex-
pected to be used by ECOWAS
Member States as a basis for
setting standards where they
don’t exist or strengthening enforce-
ment where standards and reg-
ulations do exist. Countries
will also be able to use the
findings to inform policy
changes including strengthen-
ing of their food safety systems
and capacities. For full report,
please visit the PACA website

at:

http://aflatoxinpartnership.org/
uploads/ECOWAS%
20Scoping%20Study%
20Report%2018Nov2015%

20Final.pdf
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News and Information on Aflatoxins

ECOWAS Ministers of Agriculture approve a regional
aflatoxin mitigation strategy

In November 2013, the
Economic Community
for West African States
(ECOWAYS) in collabo-
ration with PACA, the
International Institute
of Tropical Agriculture
(IITA), the Forum for
Agriculture
in Africa (FARA), West

and Central African

Research

Council for Agricultur-
al Research and Devel-
opment (CORAF), and
United States Agency
for International De-
(USAID)

organized a regional

velopment

workshop to address
the aflatoxin issue in
the ECOWAS region.
The workshop identi-
fied challenges, inter-

vention areas, and

technical,

and policy opportunities

institutional,

to address the aflatoxin
challenge in West Afri-
can States. The workshop
led to the development
of the ECOWAS Aflatox-
in Control Action Plan
(ECOACAP).

The regional aflatoxin
mitigation action plan
was finalized in 2014 af-
ter extensive consulta-
tions and reviews. The
ECOACAP was then pre-
sented at a
stakeholder regional workshop
on “Revamping the Ground-
nut Value Chain of West
Africa through Aflatoxin

Mitigation” held in Da-

multi-

kar, Senegal on 01-02
September, 2015. Stake-

AFLATOXIN PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER

holders provided valua-
ble inputs and endorsed
the regional plan for

aflatoxin mitigation.

On 14-16 November
2015, on the margins of

the ECOWAS Agriaulture
Program’s (ECOWAP) 10th
International  Confer-
ence, experts and Min-
isters of Agriculture
met and unanimously
approved the ECOACAP.
The  African
Commission commends
ECOWAS on advancing

the efforts to mitigate

Union

the aflatoxin problem in
the region. It is ex-
pected that the imple-
mentation of the plan

will start soon.
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1 :  The 6th Africa Day for Food and Nutrition Security (ADFNS) : 1
: : recommends to “embed aflatoxin control in nutrition and value
| chain development projects”
[ Vececeectetctetetetetatetatetetitetetettterttatecerecatecttecettcetectsscssscstecsscessecsssesssessscssecsssosset
|
The 6th edition of the Africa e
| toxin mitigation
| Day for Food and Nutrition .
. strategies and
: Security (AI?FNS) was com- sl W0 actions in Afri-
: memorated in Kampala, Un- N o The ADFNS
ganda on 28-30 October - .
| recognized the
2015. ADENS was launched
| need for afla-
| in Malawi in October 2010 toxi
. oxin  control
I during the Conference of the for sustainable
I African Ministers of Agricul- o
nutrition  pro-
I' ture to be commemorated .
I gramming and
| h'enceforth on an .armual ba- e theme of the 6th ADENS recommended, as part of the
I s1s..The Partnersh1P for Af'la— as: “Empowering Our Wom-  call to action from technical
| toxin  Control in  Africa o, gecuring Our Food, Im- discussions, to “embed afla-
I (PACA) was officially - PP . . s
proving Our Nutrition”. toxin control in nutrition and
I launched by the AUC and 1 hain  devel
I . h . f the AD- value chain development
: endorsed by the Joint Con- The main purpose of the projects”
I ference for Ministers of Agri- FNS is to serve as a rallying
| culture and Ministers of point for intensifying political
| Trade on 31 October, 2012 and financial commitments at
| during the commemoration all levels to address contempo-
I of the 2nd ADFNS. rary challenges of food and
I nutrition insecurity in Africa.
: The year 2015 has been de- 1 yiew of that PACA show-
: clared by African Union as .4 progress in mitigating
I the Year of Women’s Em-  ,gatoxins on the Continent at
| Ppowerment and  Develop- o recent ADFNS to enhance
| ment towards Africa’s Agen- oy areness and further garner
I‘ da 2063 which has informed support for implementing afla-
\
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Researchers at the Interna-
tional Livestock Research
Institute (ILRI), a member of
the CGIAR

published results of a cross-

consortium,)

sectional study on milk and
dairy feed in the greater Ad-
dis Ababa area of Ethiopia in
2014/2015 (Food Control 59:
773-779). The study aimed at
detecting and quantifying
the levels of aflatoxin M1
(AFM1) in samples of raw
cow’s milk and aflatoxin Bl
(AFB1) in samples of dairy
feed. A total of 110 milk and
156 feed samples were ana-
lyzed by enzyme-linked im-
munosorbent assay (ELISA).

The study found that all the
milk samples collected were
contaminated with AFM1 at
concentration of <0.05 to >2
micrograms per liter. All the

teed samples were also con-

Food Control 59 (2016) 773-779

taminated with AFB1 ranging
from 7 to 419 microgram per
kilogram. The study found sig-
nificant association between
AFB1 level in feeds and the
presence of noug cake in the
feed as well as between AFM1
levels in milk and presence of

noug cake in feed.

Noug is an oilseed crop indige-
nous to Ethiopia. Noug cakes
examined in this study were
highly contaminated with AF-
B1 ranging from 290 to 397 mi-
crograms per kilogram while
aflatoxin levels in other feed
ingredients were found to be

much lower.

The authors of the study have
recommended that further re-
search on noug cake as well as
noug seed should be carried
out in order to effectively re-

duce the risk of aflatoxin con-
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Researchers report high incidence of aflatoxin in milk in the
Addis Ababa area, Ethiopia

tamination in the peri-urban

and urban dairy value chain.

It is noteworthy to mention
that AFB1 is a potent cause
of liver cancer. It is bio-
transformed into AFM1 and
then excreted in milk of lac-
tating mammals including
dairy Although
AFM1 is less toxic than AF-

B1, daily consumption of

animals.

contaminated milk, as is the
case of children who are
the

deadly effects of aflatoxins,

more susceptible to
increases the risk of aflatoxin
poisoning. Such reports reit-
erate the need for evidence-
based policies and interven-
tions to make sure African
crop and livestock sectors
meet quality and safety
standards protecting public
health and benefiting nation-

al economies.

AFLATOXIN PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER
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H.E. Rhoda Peace Tumusiime's Autobiography

“True story of overcoming great odds told in new book”

MY LIFE'S

RHODA PEACE
AUTOBIOGRAPH

RINTS

‘.
Rhods Deace Tumasiione § \

‘n-.-mllL Sirleaf Johnson”
e Prescan of h Rapic of Lbert
P

ARy

Since joining the African Un-
ion Commission, Rhoda
Peace Tumusiime has cham-
pioned the agricultural de-
velopment of Africa. At pre-
sent she is the Commissioner
for Rural Economy and Agri-
culture, of the AU Commis-
sion.

In her recently released book
titled "My Life's Footprints:
Rhoda Peace Tumusiime's

“AFRICA FREE FROM THE HAMRFUL

Autobiography" (published by
Xlibris UK), Commissioner Tu-
musiime looks back to the jour-
ney that brought her where
she is today: a place of grati-
tude, commitment and social-
consciousness.

H.E. Tumusiime grew up in a
remote village in Uganda. Her
family had marginal resources
and girls in her society had lim-
ited opportunities; in fact it
was common practice for girls
to be married off at a tender
age. In spite of these harsh re-
alities, Tumusiime was deter-
mined to do something more.
She shares her story in detail in
her book, describing her early
life, experiences in the African
Union and her becoming elect-
ed as commissioner; a position
which has given her the oppor-
tunity to give back and do

EFFECTS OF AFLATOXINS”
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more for her country.

"My Life's Footprints: Rhoda
Peace Tumusiime's Autobiog-
raphy" is a powerful true sto-
ry of a girl who dared to
dream. Above all, it is trium-
phant testament of the in-
domitable human spirit.

Commissioner Tumusiime is a
strong advocate of aflatoxin
control in Africa. She consid-
ers aflatoxin control a proac-
tive intervention to make Af-
rican agriculture competitive
with manifold benefits to mil-
lions of smallholder farmers
and urban consumers as well
as national economies. She is
one of the architects and an
ardent supporter of PACA.
Her leadership has been in-
strumental in the great
strides that PACA is making.

CONTACT US:

Partnership for Aflatoxin Control in
Africa (PACA)

Dept. of Rural Economy & Agriculture

African Union Commission

PO Box 3243
Addis Ababa W21K19
Ethiopia

www.aflatoxinpartnership.org




